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' Bong res neminem Scandalizant, m malam mentem : apnoſcant-* 


 malum ſuum qui de tall bono Scandaizgr. Tertul, de - 
Virg. Vel. c. 3. 


| Good things Scandalize. 1 none that are Good * Lee: 
\ them then that are Scandalized at Good, acknow- - 
- ou: the 11] Dilpoſition of their own Soul. 
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| The Oath of' Supremacy. _ 


I A. B. Do utterly teftifie and declare in my Conſcience, That 
J the KINGS MAJESTY. t# the only Supreme Governour of this 
Realm, and of all other his Highneſs Dominions and Countries, ' as well 
3n all Spiritual or Eccleſtaſtical FBongs of Cauſes, us Temporal : And 
that no Forreign Prince, Perſon,” -Prelate, State or Potetttate hath or 
ought to have any Turiſdiftion, 'Power, Superiority, Pye- eminense, 
or Authority Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual within this Realm: And 
therefore I do utterly renounce and forſake all Forreign Furiſdifti- 
ons, Powers, Superiorities, and. Authorities : And do Promiſe, 
that from henceforth 1 ſhall bear faith and trite Allegiance to the 
Kings Highneſs, his Heivs and Lawful Succeſſors, and to my Power 
ſhall. Aſſijt and: Defend all Furiſdittrons, Priviledges, Pre-eminen- 
cies and Antborities granted or belonging to the Kings Hightteſs, 
his Heirs and Succeſſors, or united and annexed to the Imperial 
Crown of this Realm:. So help me..God, and the Contents of this: 
Book,” LY or Fr on Lis 


_— ? 


The Oath of Allegiance. 


A. B, Do truely and fincerely' Acknowledge, Ptrofefs, Teſti- - 
J fy and declare in my Conſcience before God and the World, 
that our Soveraign Lord KiNG Charles is Lawful and Right= 
ful RING. of this Realm; and of all other his Majeſties Domi- 
nions and Countries; and that the Pope, neither of himſelf, nor. 
by any Authotity. of the Church or See- of Rome, or by any 0- 
ther means, with any other, hath any Power or Authority to De- 
poſe the RING; or to Diſpoſe: any of his Majelties Kingdoms = 
or Dominions, or to Authorize any forreign Prince to Invade or>r 
Annoy him or his: Countries, or'to difcharge any of his Sub=: 
jects of their Allegiance and Obedience to his Majeſty ;.or-to- + 
- vive Licenſe or- Leave: to-any. of them by bear Armes, 'tot raiſe ©: 
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?Tomults, or to offer any Violence or Hurt to his Majefties Roy- 
-al Perſon, State-or-Govyernment, ar to any of his'Majettics Sub- 
- jets, within his Majeſties Dominions. Alſo, I do- Swear: from 
\ my Heart, That notwithſtanding any Declaration or Sentence: of 


_ . « Excommunication or Deprivation made or granted, or to be 


- made-or Sranted by the Pope” or his Succeſlors, ;or by any Autho- 
rity deſigned, -or 'pretcnded'to be deſigned from*him or his See, 
- againſt the ſaid King his Heirs or Succeſlors, or any Abſoluti- 
on. of the ſaid Subjects from their Obedjence,; 1 will, bear Faith 
"and True Allegiance to his Majeſty, his. Heirs, $ucceſſors,: and 
him and them, will defend to. the nttermoft of my Power againſt 
. alt Conſpiracies and- Attempts . whatſoever,” which ſhall- be made 
againſt him or, their Perſons, their Crown. or Dignity, by rea- 
ſon 'or colour of any ſuch Sentence. or Declaration, or other- 
'wiſez and will do my beſt-Endeavour to diſcloſe and make 
"known unto his Majeftics Heirs and Succeflors,.. all Treaſons 
and Traiterous Conſpiracies, which, I ſhall know or-hear of, to 
be againſt him or. any of them. And Ido further Swear, That [ 
from. my Heart, Abhor, Deteft and Abjure as Impious and He- 
retical, this Damnable Doctrine and Polition : That Pritices 
which be Excommunicated or Deprived by the -Pope, may be 
Depoſed or Murthered by their Subjects, or any other whatſo- 
ever.” And I do believe, and in my Conſcience am reſolved that 
neither the Pope nor any Perſon whatſoever hath Power to. Ab- 
ſolve me of this Oath, or any part thereof, which I acknow- 
ledge by good and full Authority to be Lawfully Miniftred unto 
me.- And do renounce all Pardons and Diſpenſations to the 
Contrary. And all theſe .things 1 do plainly and fincerely ac- 
knowledge and ſwear according to theſe expreſs words by. Me 
{poken, and eccorcing to the Plain and Common Senſe and Un- 
derſtanding of the ſame Words, without. any Equivocation or 
Mental Evaſion, or ſecret Reſervation whatſoever, And I do 
make this Recognition and Acknowledgement heartily, willing-, 
ly and truly, vpon the true Faith of a Chriſtian, S help me God, 


_- TheProvilo in the Starute of 5 Eliz, cap. 1. 


4 Rivided alfo, That the.Oath Exprefſcd- in the ſaid AR; made 

TI . in the Firſt Year, ſhall be taken and Expounded: in: ſuch 

- form as is ſet forth in an Admonition Annexed to the:'Queens' 
| ” Ma- 


JADE IOPEOM.- x37 1 
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Mijeſtics InjuaQidns: Publiſhed in (the Firſt Year of her Majeſties 
Reign.: That is to:ſay,' to Confeſs and\Acknowledge in her Ma- 
jeſty; her [Heirs and :Succeſſors, / none' other Authority than 
that , was Challenged and lately uſed by the noble KR. Henry 8. 
and 'K:: Edward: the. 6th. as in the 
ly appears. -. ©: BEIT 


of 


EL - Aadmonition Annexed to the Queens Imunfions, 


led to Ecclefiaſtical Miniſtry in the Church, be by finiſter perſwas 
| lon, and perverſe. Conſtruction, induced to find ſome ſcruple in 
the Form of an Oath, which by: an A&-of the laſt Parliament, 
is. preſcribed to. be required of diverſe perſons, - for the Recog- 
'nitton of their Allegiance to her Majeſty, which certainly- was 
neither ever meant, nor by-any. equity of words-or good fence, 
can be thereof gathered: VVould that all her loving  Sub- 
jects. ſhould underſtand, that nothing was, is, or ſhall be. meant 
or intended by the ſame Oath, ''to have any other-Duty, - Al- 
legiance or Bond required by the ſame Oath, 'than was ac- 
knowledg'd to be due. to the moſt Noble Kings of Famous Me- 
mory,. King. Henry the eight, her Majeſties Father, or Kins 
Edward the fixth her: Majeities Brother. And further, ther Ma- 
zeſty forbiddeth all manner her SubjeRs to give Ear cor Credit 
to ſuch perverſe and malicious Perſons, which moſt {inifterly 
and maliciouſly, labour to notify to her loving Subje&s how by. 


the VVords of the ſaid Oath, it may be Collected the: Kings. 


or Queers of this Realm, Pofſifſors of the Crown may challenge 
Authority .and Power. of Miniſtry of Divine Offices in: the 
Church, wherein her ſaid Subjects be much abufed by ſuch evil 
diſpoſed Perſons, . For certainly her Majelly 'neither doth, nor 
ever will Challenge any -other - Authority than 'that was Chal- 
lenged and lately uſed .,by.. the ſaid Noble -Kings of 'Famovs 
- Memory, King Henry the. Eighth, and Ki 


faid Admonition more plain- 


He Queens Majeſty being informed, that in certain places. 
of this Realm, ſundry of her Native- Subjects being cal- - 


ng Edward the Sixth. . 


WAHIGH 15 AND WAS OF ANTIENT TIME DUE TO 


THE IMPERIAL CROWN OF THIS REALM. That is un-- 
der God -to have the Soveraignty and Rule over all manner of 


Perſons. born within 'theſe her Realms and Dominions .and 
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Countries, SO* AS no other Forrein Power, ſhall, or -ought* 
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to. have. any Superiority over them, And: i6' any. Perfon that 
hath conceived any other Senſe of the Form' of ' the faid Oath, 
ſhall accept the fame Oath with this [Interpretation, ſenſe or 
meaning; her Majeſty is. well pleafed to accept every ſuch' in 
that behalf: as her good and Obedient. SubjeRts, and ſhall 'ac-_ 
Quit them of all manner of Penalties contained in the ſaid AR, 
againſt ſuch as ſhall Peremptorily or Obſtinately'” refuſe to take: 
the' ſame Oath. EG = 


The Legal Senſe of the Oath of Swpremacy.. 


| a B.\ Do utterly Teſtify and Declare in my. Conſcience, Thit-- 
the KINGS MAFESTY is the only Supream Go- 
vernor of this Realm, and of all other his Highneſs Domunions-. 
and Countries, as well in all Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical things or 
Cauſes, that tis, all Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Things, or Canſes,. 
belonging to the contentions.Court, relating to.a Coattive Power of 
inflitting pecuniary Multts, impriſonment, &-c. though to be Exerciſed + 
by, er upon Spiritual Perſons, or others, for Spiritual ends ; not in all 
Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Things or Cauſes belonging to the. Court - 
of Conſcience, relating to a purely Spiritual Power of Binding and. 
Loſing, or, Infifting Spirttual cenfures of Excommunication, Suſ- 
penſions, &c, As Temporal : And that no Farreign Prince, Perſon, _ 
Prelate, State, or Potentate, hath, 07. ought” to have any Furiſdiiti- 

on, Power, Superiority, Pre-emmence, or Authority Eccleſiaſtical, or 
Spiritual; That is, Coattive upon King or Subjetts, by Depoſition, 
pecuniary Multis, Impriſoument, &c, Though to be Exerciſed for 
ſpiritual. Ends, or by or upon ſpiritual Perſons, not no Furiſdiftion, 
We Purely . Spirtua), of deciding Controverſies of Faith, binding 
and loſing, QC. For, that would Exclude all : Superiority, Patris- 

archal or of General, Or Patriarchal Councils, contrary to the 
profeſſion of the Church of England; Within this Realm, And 
therefore, I Do utterly Renounce and Hayene all Foreign Furiſ- 
' diftion, Power, &c, Coattive, QC, as above, And Do Promiſe 
from henceforth I ſhall bear Faith and true Allegiance to the Kings 
Highneſs, '&C, and to my Power ſhall Afiſt and Defend all. Fu- 
riſdiftions, Priviledges, &c, Coattive and belonging to the conten= _ 
zzous Court, though to be Exerciſed for Spiritual Ends, and by or 
pon Spiritual Perſons, granted or belonging to the Kings High- 
neſs, &c. # . ge Ss R 
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A Seaſonable Diſcourſe, &c. 


TT is not fear of Perſecution that makes me ſet Pen to Paper, 
 F but a Chriſtian Compaſſion to Multitudes of well - meaning 
K Souls, who expoſe themſelves to ſharp Sufferings in their 

Liberty and Eſtates without Cauſe, I well foreſee how ill 
what I-intend to ſay will be taken by many, but I matter not 
the ſayings, or hard Cenfures of men, ſo long as my Conſcience 
Reprehends me not of doing iny thing I deem Offenſive unto 
God. Theſe thoughts are not the Effets of the ſad diſturban- 
.ces among(t us, but T have above theſe two Years ſmother'd 
them in my Breaſt, And though many may be troubled at their 
firſt hearing, I doubt not but many more after a calm impartial 
Examen, will find no lefs fatisfaction from them, than my 
felf. Melins eft, faies the Great St. Bernard, ut Scandalum ori- 
atur quam ut veriem hon dicatur, * We muſt not forbear to ſpeak 
. the Truth, becauſe we forecfee ſome Scandal or trouble in the 
minds. of the Faithful may follow from it. . 

As to the taking of the two Oaths. In General; Let not him 
that Eats, defpiſe him who Eats not; nor him that Eats not, 


Judge him that Eats. | Let not him that takes the Oaths, de- 


ſpife-him- that takes 'them'not ; nor him that takes them not, 
Judge hirs who takes them. VVho art thou who Judgeſt ano- 
thers Servant, He ſtands or fallsto his own Maſter, Thou O Man, 
who ever thou art, why doſt thou judg thy Brother ? Or why 
doſt thou deſpiſe thy brother ? For we ſhall all ſtand before the 
Tribunal: of Chriſt, and every one for himſelf give an account 
of his doings to God, Let every one be fully fatisf*d in. his 
own Mind, and do nothing either againſt Conſcience, or out 
of an Humorſfom Stubbornefs, Paſſion, or Spirit of Contradiction. 
Let us no longer halt betwixt two: If God be God, let us War- 


ſhip him; If Baa!, let us Worſhip Baal. If Jeſus Chriſt has _ 


given Power to any Biſhop or Eccleſiaſtical Superior on-Earth, 
to Depole Kings and Princes, or other coattive juriſdiction: In 
| = _ : Gods 
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ſuffer for it : We ſuffer for Chriſt, and hee'l Crown us for our 


Sufferings in the other VVorld. But if He have given no 
ſuch Power, & if neither he, nor his Apoſtles have taught the world 


any ſuch Dodcrine; to Suffer for the + freekiſh Phanlies of a few 
modern School-men, or the Ambition of a Politick- Court, will: 
Sive us but a piteous Title to the Crown of.a Martyr. For my 
own part, I hope God. will give me grace rather, to die han for- 

o the leaſt Article of the truly Catholick Faith, or - point of 
2hriſtian good manners; Yet I am reſolved, not to loſe a hair of my 
Head for the refuſal of the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy. 
Pie candidly propoſe my Reaſons, let my. Catholick and Pro- 
_ Neighbors judge of me and them as beſt pleaſes 
tnem, | 


Our Bleſſed Saviour hath Maniſeſtly Declared in the Holy 


| Goſpel, that #s Kingdom 3s not of this World; that is, that. he 


neither came to be himſelf an abſolute temporal Prince, nor did 
he defign to leave any Vicar after him with Temporal Domi- 
nion and Soverainty : Nor yet did he come to Eſtabliſh an E- 
quivalent Vaſt Temporal Dominion, by giving his Chief Vi- 
car. St. Peter Abſolute Power, though not of. Adminiſtring, Do- 
minjon in. his own Perſon, . yet. of. Depoſing all Chriſtian Kings 
and Princes in caſe of Hereſy or Miſgovernment : As, the Wor- 
thy Author of the Controverſial. Letters has Learnedly Proved : 
To whom I refer thoſe who are afraid his Holineſs has indeed 
fuch an indirect Power over all Chriſtian Kings and Princes. On+ 
ly take notice, how unworthy it had been of 'our Bleſſed Lord, 
tis Candor and Simplicity, to- tell Pontius. Pilate expreſly-and 
plainly, that h:s Kingdom is not of this World;, and-yet to give 
Private Commiſſion and Inftruftions to St. Peter and his Succeſſors 
in certain Caſes to Depoſe all Chriſtian Kings -and Princes: which 
were cunningly and craftily, to eſtabliſh under-hand a Temporal 
Dominion greater than that of Ceſar or ;Alexander, Reflet.moreos 
ver; if our Lord. Jeſus had indeed left a Depoſing'Powex.to 
his Vicar, How comes it to- paſs never any made; uſe of it, till 
Gregory the. ſeventh .in the eleventh Age, when notwithſtanding 
there wanted not occaſions to execute it upon. Heretical Princes 
and. Emperors, But the truth- is, Preces &-. Lacbryme. ſunt arma 
Eccleſie, The Church of Chriſt has no other OQuar&tpgainict'y- 
KEN . no od omen | | Tanic 


Gods Name; in the face of Heaven and Earth, before Angels 
and Men let us own it, and Covragioully expoſe. our. ſelves to 


(9:) 
' Tanical Princes, whether' Pagan or Heretical ſave only Prayers and. 
Tears, Conſider moreover, the Depoling Do&rine no ſooner ap- 
' pear'd in the'V Vorld but -it found its Oppoſers, whereas had it 
been a Catholick Traditionary Doctrine, Taught from Father to 
Son all over the VVorld, from the Apoſtles, it would readily 
have been ſubmitted unto. This Point I confeſs ought here to 
be more fully Treated, as being the true cauſe of the difficulty, 
that 1s made by many to take the Oath either of Allegiance or 
Supremacy, whatſoever elſe may be pretended : yet, notwith- 
ſtanding, I ſhall wave it, becauſe the Ruder Roman Catholicks 
do generally without any ſcruple Renounce the Depoſing Pow- 
er, and the Learneder may eaſily ſatisfie themſelves by what has 
been” written by others. I know notwithſtanding the Com- 
. monalty have a great Horror of the Oath of Supremacy, but 
itis becauſe they underſtand not its Contents, but phanſy it con- 
tains a Renunciation of the. Popes univerſal Paſtorſhip, and his pure- 
ly ſpiritual Power of Excommunication, ;, Binding and Loſing, & c. 
notwithſtanding all the Declarations of our Laws, Temporal Prin- 
ces, and their Doctors, with their Knowledge and by their Ap- 
pointment to the contrary. Beſides the unreaſonableneſs that 
any Prince ſhould require of his Subjets a folemn Renunciation 
of a Power, to the great diſturbance of publick Quiet and Ami- 
ty, which he neither cares for, nor fears to have excrciſed up- 
on him. | 
Conſider further, how unlikely it is our Lord Jeſus ſhould 
Eſtabliſh an Authority in the V Vorld, without appointing Power 
to put it in Execution, - He has indeed given Kings and Princes 
Authoritative Power to put Malefactors to Death, but he has to- 
gether with it given a Coactive Power by force of Officers and 
Armys, to Execute their Authoritative Capital Sentences, and 
has oblig'd their Subjects to contribute their utmoſt Force to 
aſſiſt them: And indeed if he had no: ſo Ordain'd, what a ri- 
diculous Pageant would a King or other Civil Magiſtrate have 
been in the VVorld? a gawdy mavukin with an Authoritative 
Power. to condemn Malefactors to Die, without any Coactive 
force to Execute them in caſe they ſhould refuſe to lay their 
Necks upon the Block. Such a Scare-crow is an Eccleſiaſtical 
Prelate inveſted with a Depoſing Power over all Chriſtian Rings 
and Princes, but without any External Coactive Force to Exe- 
cute his Depoſitions, Can it be imagin'd that a Prince loPno- 
| c 


(10) 

fed to be an Heretick, that is one who Renounces all Church- 
Authority to follow ſome private Opinion of his own, would 
be ſuch a tame Creature, as quietly to Reſign up his temporal 
Dominion upon the pure Depoſitive Sentence of the chief Chri- 
ſtian Paſtor, without any External Force of Men and Arms? So 
that an indirect Temporal Power over all Chriſtian Kings and 
Princes to Depoſe them in caſe of Hereſy, unleſs you will make it 
a mere Mockery, Suppoſes a direct Temporal Soverainty to raiſe 
Armys, and levy Subſidies, either all over the Chriſtian V Vorld, 
or at leaſt over ſuch a part of it, as may ſuffice to counterpoiſe 
the force of whatſoever Heretical Prince or Emperor, who 
ſhould refuſe to ſubmit to his Holineſs's Depoſing Sentence, 
Now, if to accknowledg ſuch a Power in the Pope, be not 
contrary to the expreſs VVord of God, I know not what is. 
And ſurely to be contrary to the expreſs VVord of God is 
properly enough Herefiy, But then all who maintain the De. 
poſing Power are Hereticks, To ſay they are formal Hereticks 
is too ſevere, Erare Poſſum bereticus efſe nolo, An honeſt hear- 
ted Chriſtian. may erre in a point of Faith, as the Glorious 
Martyr St. Cyprian is commonly ſuppoſed to have done : But he 
can not be an Heretick, becauſe that ſuppoſes an Obſtinacy 
againſt a ſufficient Propoſal of an Article of Faith, and that not 
_ only #1 it ſelf, but even unto him, which is Raſhneſs to ſuppoſe in 

every one who holds a material Hereſy through Power of E- 
ducation, or for want of having well Examind the matter, But 


they who notwithſtanding all Reaſons propos'd, reſolve not to 


heed them, or yeild to them though never ſo plain, becauſe b 

blind Obedience to their Superior they are otherwiſe bound, 
are in danger to embrace a Principle, which (if that Superior be 
not infallible) hazards to deſtroy both their ſpeculative and 
practical Chriſtianity, both Faith and good Manners; and to 


prefer the Policy of their particular Body before the Com- 


mon good of Religion or Salvation of their own Souls. Let 
them thus Charitably forewarnd, look to the dangerous Conſe- 
quences enſuing upon it. | 

But ſome perhaps will ſay ; It ſeems to have a fpecial ſcandal 
now to Abjure the depoſing Power, when our Neighbors as well 
Proteſtants as Cathalicks will be apt to ſuſpe&t we Abjure it 
not out of judgment, but out of fear of ſuffering for it. He that 
confiders the Winds, ſhall never Sow. And he that will forbear 
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to -do his Duty, and to profeſs the Truth for fear of ſuſpici- 


ous and Malevolent ' Surmiſes, ſhall never difcharge a good 
Conſcience : Though indeed if we weigh our Circumſtances a- 
right, we ſeem now to have a particular Obligation to Renounce 
all appearance of King -. Depoling or King- Killing DoQtrine, 
when we are ſo univerſally ſo horridly Charged with them. 


1hat as to Men: And then as to Almighty God, when he 


ſeems to Scourge us for theſe very Doctrines, if we would 
have- #im hold his hand in puniſhing of us, no ſuch means 
as to. confeſs our Fault and the Fault of our Forefathers and 
amend. Had we but univerſally taken even the very Oath of 
Alegiance, ſuch Horrible Accuſations as have of late been caſt 
upon us would not have-ſtuck. Every Sin breedes its own pu=- 
niſhment out of it ſelf, and King- Depoſing DoQtrin held by 
ſome Regulars of our Communion, does Connaturally make 
our Superiors jealous of our Allegiance : becauſe (afraid that theſe 
perſons would Perſecute us for itat Rome) we have only by pri- 
vate Writings and and Decrees, and not by publickly diſown- 
ing and Oppoſing ſuch ill Principles, cleer?d our ſelves fully of 
ſuch ſuſpicions. And our Anceſtors burning misbelievers in 

ueen aries Days for Hereſies which had no Connection at 
all with Diſloyalty, juſtly brings upon us Sufferings purely for 


our Conſciences. Whereas had all Catholicks conſtantly proteſted - 


with the Great St. JAartin, againſt Fire and Sword purely for 
Hereſy, they might have expected a peaceable living under 0- 
therwiſe believing Magiſtrates, provided they had given Security 
of their Loyalty. And indeed what does it hinder any Man from 
being a good Subject, his believing or not believing Tranſubltan- 
tiation, Purgatory, or Prayer to Saints? But to believe that its 
Lawful for Subjects to take up Arms againſt their Prince, or 
that the Pope has Power to Depoſe their Prince, and Abſolve 
- Subjects from their Allegiance; Theſe are Errors which the 
Civil Magiſtrate has reaſon to take notice of, and puniſh the 
maintainers of them as fomenters of Rebellion and Sedition. 
And this ſeems to have been the Spirit of Chriſt and his Church 
from the beginning; though it cannot be denied, but whoſo. 
ever were in Power, whether Orthodox or Misbelieving, they 
have been very ſevere to all Difſenters, Yet I ſay this perſe- 
cuting Spirit purely for Conſcience ſeems not to have been the 
Spirit of our bleſſed Lord, He expreſly diſclaiming it; and tel- 
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ling bis Diſciples they knew not what Spirit they-were of, when 
they would have had him conſume with Fire from Heaven, 
the unbelieving Samaritans: Nor does it ſeem to. have been the 
Spirit of the Church, ſhe {till refuſing to have her hand in the 
blood of the moſt Obſtinate Hereticks, and for this Cauſe after 
ſhe had Excommunicated them, delivering them up.to the Civil Ma- 
giſtrates, not to, the end that they ſhould without any. further Exa- 
men,take away their Lives for their Hereſy; For,that had been but a 
Juggle, but to the end they ſhould Examine whether the Here- 
ſy, they ſtood Convicted of, had any Repugnancy to the Civil 
Peace or no, and then accordingly puniſh or acquit them, It 
is very remarkable to this purpoſe, what is recounted by Su/- 
pitius in the ſtory. of St. Martin, Where we read how that 
Great ſervant of Almighty God refuſed to Communicate with 
Ithacius, and a whole Council of. Catholick Biſhops, becauſe 
they urged the Emperor /Yaximns to Perſecute with Fire and 
Sword the Priſcilian_ Hereticks in Spain, judging ſuch Violen- 
ces contrary to. the meek Spirit of Chriſt and His Holy Goſpel. 
Although when_ by no other means he could perſwade the Em+ 
peror to deſiſt from his bloody deſign againſt thoſe Deluded He- 
reticks,he Communicated for once with the Sanguinary perſecuting 
Biſhops, not in their perſecution. but in the Ordination of a 
Catholick Biſhop. And yet even-this ſo wounded his tender 
Conſcicnce, that he inſtantly Retrated what he had done, and 
was ſo ſadly Dejected for. it, that, he needed the Conſolation - 
of an Angel, who as Swlpitius recounts, appeared unto him, and 
told *him_ he could not otherwiſe eſcape, and bad him Reſume 
his former Conſtancy; and accordingly the Sixteen Years he li- 
ved afterwards, he. refuſed to Communicate with thoſe perſecu- 
tors: and obſerved that the power of caſting out Devils which 
our Lord Mijraculouſly gave him, was nothing ſo efficacious as 
before his Communion with thoſe perſecuting Prelats for an He- 
retical Conſcience, and that but once, and that- too forced out: 

of charity to the Heretical Priſciaianifts, who . otherwiſe muſt 

have loſt their Lives by Fire and Sword, If this bleſſed Saint, 

was ſo Zealous againſt ſanguinary . perſecution of the Inferjor: 

commonalty in caſe of Hereſy, as to refuſe Communion with 

' the Catholick Abettors of ſuch External Violence, how far 
would he have been think you from Depoſing and Murthering 

Soveraign Kings and Princes, though not only ſuppoſedly; but 
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even. never fo truly tainted with Damnable Error and Hereſy ? 
That great Saint thought thoſe Biſhops unworthy of any Chri 
ftian communion who by the Emperors Sword would dare to 
take away the Lives of the Heretical Multitude, but how much 
rather would he have. refuſed Communion to thoſe who with 
a ſword of their own by a pretended Delegation from St. Perer 
would preſume to cut off not the Ears but Heads of Hereti- 
cal. Soveraign Monarches ? Firſt let all Diſſenters from the Re- 
- ligion Eſtabliſhed by Law, heartily Renounce all Doctrines in- 

conſiſtent with the preſent and. future civil Peace, that is the 
Doarine of Depoling Princes, or taking up Arms again them, 
and the Doctrine of ſanguinary Perſecution for ſuppoſed or re- 
al Errors when they have no Repugnancy to. the Temporal 
quiet, and then complain they ſuffer not not for Treaſon but 
purely for Conſcience, Princes are: not ſecure of their Sub- 
jects Allegiance who hold the Depoling or Rebelling Doarine ; 
nor are the commonalty. ſecure of their Lives againtit their fel- 
low Neighbours, who hold ſanguinary perſecution for an erro- 
neous Conſcience lawful and laudable, any-longer than they are 
the leſſer number, and conſequently upon a Civil account by 
way of ſelf defence they juſtly provide againſt their increaſe. 
But this by the way. 

To the point in hand. I conceive the end of an Oath is, 
to ſecure the perſon who propoſes it, that the taker of it is 
ſerious, and reſolved in what he afſerts or promiſes in the ſenſe 
of the Propoſer., Hence if it were Lawful to. Swear in a ſenſe 
different from the intention of the propoſer, an Oath - would 
be to no purpoſe. If then I be aſſured that what the propo- 
ſer of an Oath requires of me, either by way of Aſeverati- 
on or promiſe,. is nothing but what is true and good; | ſee not 
why I ſhould ſcruple ſuch an Oath, provided the Words of 
the Oath be but tolerably capable of that ſenſe, which. the pro- 
poſer requires me-to ſwear in, Now as to the. Oaths of ..4l- 
legiance and Supremacy, it ſeemes manifeſt, that the preſent 
propoſers require nothing of me but what is Chriſtianly and 
g00d, To wit, from my Heart ſo aſſert, that his Majeſty is - 
my Supream Lord and Soveraign, and that the Pope has no - 
Depoſling Power, nor any power in England repugnant to. | 
his Majelties Supream Soveraignty over all his Subjects, as. well. 
Eccleſiaſtical as Civil. And as-to the poſitive part, there is-no + 
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difficulty, to wit, to acknowledge his Majeſty to have the Su- 


- preme Authority over all his Subjects, as well Eccleſiaſtical as 


Civil: but the pretended difficulty in the Oath of Supremacy is 


. in the Negative part of it, whereby we acknowledge no other 


Prince or Prelate has any Superiority in England, which ſeems 
to exclude the Popes purely Spiritual power in the Court of 
Conſeience, to give Orders, &c. Which none can deny to him 
who acknowledges him to be a Biſhop, and Conſequently a Law- 
ful Succeſſor to either Percy or Paul or any of the Apoſtles; to 
whom (and in them to every of their Succefſors) it was ſaid, 
Sicut miſit me Pater ita ego mitto vos, QC, 

But that the intent of the Oath was not to exclude this 
ſtri& Spiritual Power, is proved firſt. Becauſe it cannot be ſup- 
poſed that a Prince, in an Oath, whereby he protefſes to de- 
ſign 'to ſecure his Subjects Allegiance to him, would exclude a 
Superiority over his Subjects, which ſtood very well with their 
Acknowledgment of his Soveraign Authority ; but if he did in 
any Oath, by any Clauſe in it, exclude any other Prince or Pre- 
lates Superiority over his Subjects, he ought in reaſon to be un- 
derſtood to exclude ſuch a Superiority as was inconſiſtent and 
repugnant to his own Superiority, not ſuch a Superiority as 
ſtood well with it, and did not in the leaſt infringe or diminiſh 
it. For Example, I Hire a Servant, and lay an Obligation up- 
on him, That he ſhall be ar my Command, and no body elſe 
ſhall have any power to Command him. As indeed every Ser- 
vant is fo under his Maſters command, 'Now, no man can rea- 
ſonably imagine, that I intend by ſuch an Obligation, to Tie 
him from following and obeying the Commands of his Spiritual” 
Director for his Souls health : For example; To make Reſtitu- 
tion in caſe of Theft, to Faſt and Pray to appeaſe Gods Anger 
for his Sins, or any thing elſe which has nothing to do with hig 
Maſters civil commands in the ſervice for which he was Hired. 
In like manner, I am to Acknowledge my Temporal Prince, ſo 
far my abſolute Superiour, whether I be a Clergy-man or a Lay= 
man, ſo as the Pope or other Prelate has no ſuperiority over me, re- 
pugnant or inconſiſtent with my Princes abſolute Soverarignty over 
me; not no power to admit me to the Sacraments being Worthy, 
or toExcommunicate me being Obſtinate ; which ſtand very well 
with my abſolute Obedience to all my Prizces civil commands, 

Secondly, Becauſe the Oath of Supremacy, according to its le- 
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gal interpretation by Q. Elizaberhs InjunRions, if interpreted to+ 
fignife an Abjuration of the Popes purely ſpiritual power of gi- 
ving Orders, Binding and Loſmg, &c. is abſolute Non: ſenſe 3 
wherefore, to Swear to it in that interpretation, can not be ſup- 
poſed to be required of me, For the Oath runs thus : You ſhall 
Acknowledge his Majeſty to be Supreme Governour over all Perſons, 
as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, ſo as no other Prince or Prelate ſhall 
have any Superiority over you, That is, if you will make it ſenſe, 
No Superiority repugnant to the Kings Soveraignty over you, But 
if you will make it Non-ſenſe, No Superiority conſiſtent with hts 
Majeſties Soveraignty, To aflert an Abſolute Soveraignty, and 
to exclude by a SO AS, a Superiority which has nothing at all 
to do with it, is againſt common ſenſe, For example, ſhould I 
ſay to my Servant; [ am your Superiour, to Command you what I 
pleaſe, ſo as no body who ## dcad a hundred Years ago, has power to 
command you any thing ; This were abſolute Non-ſenſe; Fut to 
ſay, 1 am your Superiour, ſo as no body now alive, has power to 
command you any thing ; This is good ſenſe: And therefore, when 
I ſpeak indefinitly, I am to be ſuppos'd to ſpeak in this latter 
Interpretation, and not in the former, And 'tis the ſame Non- 
ſenſe to ſay to your ſervant, /.am your Superionr, ſo as n0 body 
in another Order ſhall command you any thing conſiſtent with my 
Commands, But then when. my Superiour, in whoſe favour 
I take the Oath, profeſſes to require no more of mie; and 
this Interpretation is approved by AR of Parliament, How can 
I with reaſon Boggle at the Oath in that allowed fenſe ? Now 
its clear, out of the Injunctions of Q. Elizabeth, that ſhe requi- ' 
red no more. | 

Note, That there is a double Spiritual Power in the Pope, and 
other Eccleſiaſtical Prelates : One purely Spiritual, and exercifed 
in rhe Court of Conſcience : ſuch 15 'the power to Bind and Loſe, 
to inflict Church Cenſures, purely ſuch, &c. The other is, a co- 
active Spiritual Power, or Juriſdiction; that is, a coactive power 
to force by Exterior Multis, pecuniary or impriſonment as to 
SubjeAs; depoſing as to Princes, in caſe the Commonalty or 
Princes refuſe to take notice of purely Spiritual Cenſures : Now this 
is the Power that I am required to Renounce by the Oath of 
Supremacy, That the Pope has no ſuch coaQtive Spiritual power 
over King or Subje& in England ; but if he or any other Biſhop 
exerciſe any ſuch Power, they muſt do it not by any Authori- 
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tative_ Power given them ſo-to do by Chrilt, but given them by 
the: King, and dependantly on him. Such a ſpiritual coaRive 
power is exerciſed” by Biſhops in their Spiritual Contentious 
Courts, which power they pretend not to have from Chriſt, but 
from the Secular Magiſtrate, Nor had the Church of Chriſt any 
ſuch Temporal Power before She had Chriſtian Temporal Prin- 
ces, who gave it Her; and if they will take it away, whether juſt= 
ly or unjuitly that concerns not us, She has ſuch power no lon- 
ger. A Biſhop, by authority from Chriſt, muy Excommunicate, 
and deny the Contmunion to an Obſtinate Offender ; but in caſe 
the Offender ſlight his Excommunication, and reſuſe to amend, 'he 
can neither depoſe him if he be a King, nor lay any Temporal 
_. Mulct upon him, if he be an ordinary perſon. Indeed, if Kings and 

Princes give either the Pope, or other Biſhops, power to infli& 
pecuniary mulcits or impriſonment upon refractory contemnets 
of their Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures ; then the Pope will have ſuch a 
power, and other inferior Biſhops too, but neither as from Chriſt, 
but as from the Fountain of all Coacive Juriſdition, Temporal 
and Spiritual, the Secular Magiſtrate. | 

Conſider, what Cares a Temporal Prince for the Excommuni- 
cation of a Prelate a Thouſand Miles off, provided he conld be 
ſecure, Excommunicated or not Excommunicated, of his Crown 
and his Subjects Allegiance ? Whatſoever Henry the Eighth might 
fear, now in an Ape, when Roman - Catholicks generally would 
Pay. his Majeſty the ſame Allegiance, though Excommunicated 
by the Poje, how can it Reaſonably be Imagin'd, that he 
ſhould require of his Subje&ts'a Renunciation of the Popes -pro- 
perly and purely Spriritual Power of Excommunication, giving 
Orders, &c, and not rather a Renunciation of his Improperly 
and Coattive Spiritual Power of Depoſition, 2c. when not on- 
ly by Word of Mouth, but by the Pens of the Learndft of his 
Clergy, he profeſſes to require mo more, When beſides, we 
ſee dayly an actual Exerciſe of the Popes Spiritual Power a- 
monglt us of giving Orders and Adminiſtration of all the Sa- 
craments acknowledged to be Yalid, If the Pope have in the 
acknowledgement of Proteſtants no Spiritual Power in England 
togive Orders, &c, Why arenot Roman-Catholick, Prieſts, when 
they 1oyn themſelves to the Church of England, as well Re-or- 
dained as Geneva Miniſters ? by 

Again King 7ames Profſeſſes Expreſly in his Premonitions to 
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Chriſtian Princes, that when the Houſe of Commons would have 
had him. put into the Oath of Allegiance that the Pope had nv 
Power to Excommunicate him, te not only refuftd to do ſo, 
but for this very Reafon, becauſe he would not intrap the- Con- 
ſciences of his Catholick Subjects. Now what a diſſimulation 
would this have been (and which in Chriſtian Charity we ought 
not to ſurmrize of our Sovercign Liege) if he had at the ſame 
time continued another Oath in full force which did aRually en- 
_ trap_their Conſciences, as indeed he did in caſe the Oath of Su- 
premacy require an Abrenuntiation: of the Popes purely Spiri- 
tual power, and not only of his Coactive Spiritual power re- 
pugnant to bis civil Supream Authority ? Ns 

Reflect alſo, Ring 7ames was not againſt the Popes being Pa- 
triark, of the Weſt, .or (which is the ſame thing) not againſt a 
Patriarchal power: purely Spiritual in him, and Conſequently can: 
Not. reaſonably be ſuppoſed to require others to Abjure what he 
would be for himſelf, And one who would be for the Popes 
being Parriark, of the Weſt, could be no more apainit af Spiri- 
tual power of the Pope in England, - than he who acknowledges 
' . him. Supreme Paſtor both of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Church, 

It's worth our obſerving, that the great Sticklers againſt the* 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy hugg the Depoſing Power 
in their Hearts, and therefore no wonder they are unwilling to 
abjure it with their Mouths, and endeavour what they can to 
make others quarrel with them upon other Accounts: with the 
Oath of Allegiance, becauſe as they will have it, it ſayes, it's 
Heretical to hold the Depoling Power: and with the Oath: of 
Supiemacy, becauſe they will needs have it to include a Renun- 
ciation of all Spiritual Papal Power, as well Internal in the Court 
of Conſcience,. as CoRaive and in the. Contentious Court: be- 
cauſe they know in this ſenſe, not only themſelves, but alſo Ab- 
jurers of the Popes Depoling Power as Heretical and Anti-Chriſti- - 
an will not take it. But 1 ſee no reaſon why more Loyally 
Principled Roman-Catholicks ſhould permit themſelves to be Im-. 
* p6ſed upon any longer by ſuch New Maſters of New Dodtines. 
For the plain truth too maniſeltly ſeems to be, that the wor- 
ding of the Oaths is pretended, but the true cauſe of their re- 
fuſal of them is the true Chriſtian ſenſe of them : that is, that. 
his Holineſs has no Coactive Spiritual ' juriſdiftion in England. 
One who in his Heart. believes this, has no reaſon to-Boggle at 
cither of the Oaths. C 
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Take potice-alfo, Proteſtant Doctors with the connivance. and: 
allowance of our. Kings and Princes have made. an interpeta- 
tion of the Oath of Supremt#cy, which no Roman-Catholick in_ 
France, Germany, or Venice, but would ſubſcribe and ſwear un-. 
to. Nor would he be permitted tolive in France, who ſhould. 
profeſs to hold ſuch a temporal power in the Pope indepen+ 
dant of the King as we are required to abjure, Dr. Bulſor in... 

ueen Elizabeths Dajes, Dr. Carlton in King Fames's ; and. 
Dr.-Bramball in our preſent Soveraigns and his Royal Fathers; . 
as ſhall -be cited below. Now\ what more ordinary than to in- 
terpret his Holineſs's Bulls in the Senſe: which Canoniſts and-- 
other Doors with his knowledge and --connivance put upon them. . 
Qnly the words of the.two Oaths of Allegiance & Supremacy mult - 
be kept upon the rack, contrary to all Oral Proteſtations and. 
Parliamentary. Declarations.of our Princes, and Licenſed cxpli-. 
cations of their Learnedit Doctors, whileft the bottom of all - 
'1s. that really. and indeed, for other reaſons we have no find : 
to take them, but are aſham'd to ſay plainly and candidly up- 
on what account. And 'tis ſfrange what Interpretations we can... 
Put upon the Commands and Laws of our Superiors according... 
-as they like or diſlike vs. If his Holineſs prohibit a book we. 
have a mind ſhould be prohibited, what diligence is. there not - 
uſed to preſs upon the Vulgar its prohibition ? but if he prohibit a... 
-beok we valge and eſteem; the prohibition was procured out - 
of a.pique, and the book is not prohibited abſolutely, but only 
_ that Edition printed at 24a: if.there be but a comma difference 
betwixt that and the Par:is Edition, ther's no Obligation to take -. 
notice of the command of the Apoſtolical See. If we can thus.. 
trifle with. his Holineſs's Commands, when they like not our hu. 
mors, what wonder if we aukwarldy Interpret the Laws of our .. 
Civil Superiors, when we like not to obey them? At leaſt, let 
us give, our Kings and Princes ſuch a regard as we expect from 
-our own. menial. Servants, and be ſatisfied, as to the meaning of 
their dubious Commands, when they tell us over and over they . 
mean. nothing but what we.acknowledge to be juſt and reaſona- 

_ ble;. and not ſtand at bay with them, and threap them into a 

.meaning which themſelves acknowledg to be. unjuſt and unrea- 

ſonable.. | 

Conſider moreover, it is our Superior, Gods :Vicegerent, our -. 

Liege, our Father, our Lord we Diſpute withal ; and. con- 
ER ſequently . 
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ſequently we ought as. good Chriſtians of our own accords, to pu* 

the moſi favorable interpretation the words will bear, upon his 
commands; and if his commands be capable of .a good ſenſe 
and a bad, we ought to ſuppoſe he means them in the good 
ſenſe: Eſpecially when he tells us he mearis them.in the good 
ſenſe, and moſt of all when itis to his purpoſe to. require our 
Obedience in the 'good ſenſe, and wholly inſignificant to re- 
- quire them in the bad ſenſe, which is manifeſtly our Caſe. For, 
that 7 renounce the Depoſing Power, it concerns my Prince ; 
becauſe otherwiſe, he can have no ſecurity of his - Crown, 
Life, or my Loyalty any longer than the Pope pleaſes; but 
as to my renouncing or owning the Popes purely ſpiritual pow- 
er of binding or loſing fins, giving Orders, &c. -jt neither 
ſecures nor endangers his Regal Authority in the Teaſt, If it 
be praiſe-worthy blindly to obey our Regular Superiors even 
when they Command us things ſeemingly ridiculous; to ſet 
for example, the tops of Trees downwards, and the roots in 
the Aire, ſure it can not be much amiſs a litle to ſubmit our 
Judgments, or, rather our phanſys to the equitable commands 
-of our Temporal Soveraigns, Leſt we otherwiſe hear and de- 
ſervedly Qui abundat in ſuperfluis deficit in neceſſariis: We a= 
bound in Obediences to no purpoſe, whilſt we are*deficient in 
fuch as are abſolutely neceſſary, We tythe A452: and Annice, 
and neglect the weightier matters of the Law. 

Reffect alſo, that we being of a different Religion from our 
Civil Superiors, are apt to make the worſt 'Interpretation of 
their words and actions. And: when they deſign only to ſecure 
our Civil Allegiance, which ſome mens principles amongſt us 
give them but too juſt cauſe to ſuſpet, we are inſtantly jea- 
x they ſecretly go about to make us renounce the undoub- 
ted purely ſpiritual power given to the Apoſtles, and by them 
to all their Succeſſors. Although its manifeſt our Superiors 
have no ſuch Deſign in either of the Oaths, both becauſe the 
Refuſers of the Oaths are not accuſed of Error or Here- 
ſy, but of Treaſon; and they are ſtill charged, they ſuffer not 
for Religion but for Treaſon, unleſs their Religion reach. them 
Treaſon, And our Superiors acknowledge no Treaſon in hol- 
ding the Popes purely ſpiritual power of binding and loſing 
ſins, giving Orders, &c. But to acknowledge a forraign Prince 
or Prelate with power in certain Caſes to Depoſe his Sacred 

"M8 Majeſty 


"OJ 
Majeſty, or to have of his own proper right any -External Co-' 
active power here, this is deſervedly by them called Treaſon, 
' 6r Treaſonable Doctrine. And indeed, to hold the depoſing 
DoGtrine, is worſe, then to depoſe or Kill a King, becauſe the. 
wickedneſs of him, who depoſes or Kills a King, dyes with 
the perſon depoſed ; but he who Teaches cos, or King- 
Killing -Doctrine, Propagates Treaſon all over the World, and 
to all Generations. Note alfo, that depofing and Murthering are 
neceſſarily Conjoined ; for a Lawfully depoſed Prince that is no 


Prince, perſiſting to govern, becomes an Aggrefſor of his Neigh- 


bors lives, and Conſequently is as lyable to death as any who 
ſhould offer to Uſurp Regal Authority in any Princes Country 
without a- Title, And Conſcquently; they cannot be good 
fubjets who hold ſuch Treaſonable DoAtines, becauſe they hold 
Do&rines deſtructive of the Civil Government, under which the 

tive, and ſo dangerous to the Civil State, that his Majeſly is 
no longer thah his Holineſs pleaſes, ſecure either of his Crown, 
life or thoſe his fubjec&ts Allegiance, - who hold theſe new Anti- 
Chriſtian DoQtrines, and that but even as probable Opinions ; 


eſpecially ' fince they hold it Lawful, to follow and act accor- 


ding to a probable Opinion, yea a leſs probable, as they 
do. oo TY 

Beſides, had our Superiors, in either of the Oaths, deſigned to 
make-us renounce any Article of our faith (which is the Cavſe- 


leſs fear of thoſe who ſcruple the taking of them) they would 


have. put it” beyond all difpute, and would have expreſt .it ſo 
clearly, as we could not, but have ſeen it by the forms of the 
Oaths. And it were againſt Policy and common ſenſe to do 
atherwiſe, To frame an Oath with a deſign to make people ei- 
ffier abjure their faith, or elſe make themſelves Obnoxious to 
puniſhment, and yet to word this Oath fo obſcurely and Am- 
biguouſly, as he who ſhould be detected by it, may pretend, and 
with ſemblance of reaſon, that he can take it Salva Fide, with- 
out abjuring any thing of his faith. Is not this againſt common 


ſenſe? When the Heathen Emperors required the Primitive 
Chriſtians to- abjure their faith, they required it ſo expreſly, as © 


every one underſtood fuch an one had} renounced his faith; and 


ſhould any one after. an abjuration have- immediately profeſſ'd - 


himſelf: a Chriſtian as before, he would have been cited a ſe- 
cond time, | But the caſe of us Roman-Catholicks in - England 
| : | : Is 
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is quite different, we are not hindred, when we aQually take the + 


Oaths from profeffing, that we cannot but believe:the Popes pure* 


ly ſpiritual power in the Court of- Conſcience, provided we wilt 


renounce all his Coactive, Temporal Juriſdi&ion, ( abvuſively 
called ſpiritual, becauſe it is exercifed by a ſpiritual perſon in 
Order to a ſpiritual-end) in the Contentious Court. Nor can 
the +>: 47% of the Oaths imagin, he has made me renounce 
my faith by taking them, becauſe we agreed before I took them, 


I ſhould take them in a ſenſe, which ſhould not fin the leaft in- - 


trench upon my faith, Now what irreverence to God or diſ- 
edification- to-my neighbour, can there-be in my taking an Oath, 
in a ſenſe, holy, and good, and true; and. this ſenſe agreed upon 
both by the propoſer &the taker, provided the words, do but even 
Tolerably ſignify that ſenſe. Ir's certain the propoſer will not for: 
this, look upon me as a perſon whom he cannot oblige by Oath, 
as he would look upon one who ſhould - ſwallow an Oath con- 


trary to-the ſenſt-of the propoſer, or his own Conſcience. And: 
its no leſs-certain, that I in the Sight and preſence of ' God, have: 


aſſerted nothing, but what in my Conſcience I deemed Holy 


and good? Where then is the Malice of my Swearing ? I have” 


diſedified my Neighbour. But why ſo? Would any one give 
| leſs Credit to my Oath for this? Certainly no -prudent - man 
would. Whereas in one that is really fore-ſworn by a manifeſt 
falſe Oath, no body afterwards, (and defervedly) regards his 


Oath, 1 know many. will be apt to ill-interpret what I have done 
In this nick of time: But this will be but a Nine days wonder. 
When both Proteſtants and Roman-Catholicks fee one who takes. 


the Oaths in all . things, live like a good, Chriſtian, none will 
with juſt cauſe be Scandalized, but all prudent perſons will be 


Edified, Proteſtants will think me a better Subjet; and -Re- * 


- man-Catholicks will judge me nothing a worſe Chriſtim for 


what I have done, Moreover, did ' our ſuperiors defign to make: 
us: renounce an Article of our faith by either of the Oaths,  what- 
"need. of a further Teit, being no Roman- Catholick ' can any 
more renounce any Article of his faith, then he can renounce- 


Invocation of Saints or the real preſence, 


We ought alſo to-refle& upon the difference. of the Age*+ 


' wherein we live-from that of Henry the Eighth. When he firſt 


made the Oath-of wi ge Romean- Catholicks ſtood in greater - 
ey do, and more in all — E 
neld 


awe of the Pope then-now t 
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bald the depoſing power then now do hold it, nor could he have | 


' been ſecure of his Subjets Allegiance in caſe his Holineſs ſhould 
have Excommunicated him, - and ſo might. with reaſon upon a 
Civil account require of his Subjects to renounce the Popes pure- 


ly fpiritual power, if this be underſtood'ſo as to import an Au- 


thority in the Pope to lay any commands on them, which ſhould 
Oblige them under pain of fin; but had Roman-Carholicks been 


then diſpoſed as they are generally now, he would never have - 


required any ſuch abjuration from them. And we have reaſon 
to bleſs God, we live under a Prince who requires not ſuch an 
abjuration from us, but meerly -an abjuration of ſuch a ſpiritual 
power, as is Inconſiſtent with his Soveraign Civil Authority over 
all his SubjeRts, Clergy and Laity; that is, a Papal Coattive ſpi- 
ritual power by Temporal mulcts, to be exerciſed as well upon 
Kings as their Subjects. 6 8 
 - Canfider alſo, it is Ordinary in Corporations, and other Socie- 

ties, for the ſame Oaths without any Alteration of words to 
ſignify more or leſs: and none ſcruple the taking of them, though 
according to the' rigid letter of the words, they could not take 
them. © For example, ſuch. a Magiſtrate or other perſon obliges 
himſelf by Oath to obſerve all the Laws of ſuch a Community, 
when. perhaps few , them are now obſerved as they were at 
the firſt making of-ſuch an Oath, and every one is ſuppoſed to 
ſwear only the Obſervance of ſuch Laws as are then common- 
ly obſerved, Nor will Superiors for all this, to ſatisfy ſcrupus 
lous Conſciences, Alter the form of the Oath, and put it in fuch 
words as none need feruple the taking of it. We muſt not 


think: to preſcribe Laws to our ſuperiors, and make them Alter 


their injunRions as we pleaſe; and word them according to our 
'Haumors, but rather be thankful both to God and them,: that 
they have made fo favorable an Interpretation of their ſeeming- 


ly rigid commands, by word of mouth, publick Laws, and the pens 


of their Learnedeſt Doftors. So' that whatſoever the Oath of 
Supremacy might ſignify in Henry the Eighths days, its manifeſt 
it ſignifies now only a Renunciation of any forreign' Prince or 


Prelate, his CoaQtive juriſdiRtion in the contentious Court in Eng- 


land, indeperdantly of his Sacred Majeſties Authority, 

In fine, let us imagine a Merchant arrived in China with a 
Conſiderable portion of goods, but he's prohibited to vent them, 
unleſs he will firſt take a certain Oath of Fidelity to the Tee 


(23) | 
of 'the Country, which would admit of a good fenſe” or a bad 
one, He offers to ſwear, pretending he ought in Charity to ſup- 
poſe it is intended in the good ſenſe. His companion bids hin take 
heed what he does, and' Suggeſts that Oath was made a hun- 
dred years ago, by one who had a delign thereby to Entrap the 
Conſciences of Chriſtians, and to'make them renounce an Ar. 
ticle of their Faith : Upon: this the - Merchant askes the imme. 
diate propoſer, in what ſenſe he requires him to ſwear , he tells 
him in the good ſenſe, and that himſelf could not, nor would 
not take it in the ſenſe the Chriſtian Merchant bogples at; and 
moreover afſures him, whatſoever the firſt compiler of it deſigned by. 
it,the preſent Prince requires only he ſhould ſwear in the good ſenſe, 
and which conſiſts well with all the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith ; and that ſeveral Princes have declared as much, and be- 
ſides, that the ſenſe the Chriſtian Merchant boggles at; the Prince 
of the Country regards not at all, nor is- it at all his intereſt, 
or concerns. his end in requiring the Oath. Who in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances- would refuſe ſuch an Oath? And yet this is our ve- 
ry caſe : as is manifeſt by what- has been ſaid above, - and will ill-- 
be yet more manifeſt by . what-followes, - The Oath of Supremacy::: 
interpreted to ſignify a renunciation of the Popes purely & properly - 
ſpiritual power, can no. more be taken by Proteſtants then Re- - 
man-Catholicks, but interpreted to ſignify a renunciation of the 
Popes, or other Prince or Prelates Coaftive and improperly ſpi- 
ritual juriſdiction, by way of depoſition . of our Soveraign, or + 
laying Temporal mulcts-upon his ſubjects in order to make pure- 
ly ſpiritual Cenſures more effeual : the Oath thus interpreted, 
nd. good. Subjet, whether. Proteſtant or RomanWCatholick, has: 
reaſon to boggle at it, 
\. But let us hear the Interpretation of the Oaths by our Laws, 
Civil Superiors, and their DoQors, with their Connivance and | 
allowance, as was.promiſed above, -In:an AR of Parliament (far. x. . 
Elizab.) made in the fifth year of Queen El:zebeths Raign, there 
is-an Interpretation of the Oath -of Supremacy in an expreſs 
Proviſo. That the Oath of Supremacy. ſhall be taken and Expoun- 
ded in ſuch form as 1s ſet forth in au Admonition annexed to the 
Dueens Injuntions publiſhed in the firſt Year of her Raign, The 
which Admonition was made to- take away a ſcruple raiſed by* 
ſome, as if the Queen had uſurped a Juriſdiction-purely Spiritu« * 
al, which ſhe Renounces: profeffing, that by wertue of that Oath, 


#0. other Authority is to be acknowledged (Admon.- of Q, Eliz. 
h : $0:. + 


*:20 her. InjunQions) tha? what was Challenged and lat ly # 


_ there g 
words, by which ſhe declares what that. Authority is which ſhe 


(24) . 


2d b : 
King Henry the. Eighth, and King Edward the Szxth. Note 


This Clauſe is not to be: ſuppoſed to 'be any part of . the In- 
 terp 


retation of the Oath : bur it is only intended to ſignify, that 
this is no .new invented Uſurpation of a Title, but that the 


ſame had been allowed to thoſe two Kings before her; and 


the ſame Authority (ſays ſhe) is and was of Antient time due to 


the Imperial Crown of this Kealm, Neither does. ſhe ſay, that 


ſhe challenges all that thoſe two Kings did, but that that which ſhe 
requires, had been formerly granted to them, Her explication 
fore, is ſet down clearly- and diſtinitly in the- followin 


Challenges, and which muſt be acknowledged in taking the Outh. | 


viz, That is, the Queen under Goa, to have the Soveraignty, an 


P | 
Rule over all manner of Perſons Born within theſe Realms, Do- 
minions and Countries, of . what Eſtate, either . Eccleſiaſtical "or 
Temporal, ſoever they be, ſo as no other Forreign power ſhall or 
ought to bave aty. Superiority over them, This Clauſe,” according 
to the Queens Interpretation, Confirm'd by AR of Parliament, 
contains the true ſenſe of the Oath; ſo that if this Clauſe can 
be Sworn to, that. is all that is ſignifted in the form of the Oath, 


Now that by this Clauſe, only Civil power over all perſons 


Eccleſiaſtical is challenged, appears by a wrong: Interpretation 
of the Oath, which ſhe complains to have been ſpread abroad, 


wiz, As if by the words of the” ſaid: Oath, it may be collefted that 


the. Kings and Oueens of this Realm, poſſeſſors of ihe Crone. - 


- may challenge Authority and: Power of Miniſtery of Divine Offices in 
' the Church. tbid. She renounces -all medling with any Offices 


purely Eecleſiaſtical in the Church (as alfo Dr. Ries dackren 
by her Authority in the Words to be cited hereafter) ſhe pre- 


tends not to adminiſter Sacraments, Confer Orders, inflitt Eccle- 


ſruſtcal Cenſures, determin Controverſies of Faith &c, But. ſhe 
Challenges 4 Supream Civil Authority over all thoſe that have 
right to exerciſe thoſe Offices, as being her ſubjects, as well 
as the Laity: And this juriſdiction ſhe will have acknowledged 


| ſo to be her peculiar right, as that no Forraign Power ſha or 


ought to have any ſuperiority over them, that is, no part of this 


- Regal Power, whatſoever ſpiritual Juriſdiction, which ſhe med- 
» les not withal, they may challenge. - That this is the true ſenſe 


d 


of this Clauſe, appears by that expreſſion (So As) which woul 
| | | be 


[1 ..700 of, all ſenſe, .if .the .mganing -of it ſhould be cons 

| +  Gcjved to_be, That: the Queen. has the Supream Regal- Autho- 
__ /-- ity, 0.45 no ther has a paſtoral Authority parely Spiritual, de- 
| Tived, only fromthe. Keys, no way prejudicial to_ the Regal 
$9nes. ol, the Sword, And 'this ;ſenſe -is evidently cotfirm'd 
by the A, 5. Eliz, (A8..5. Ehz. c. 1.) which: gives this 
| title to the. A@. 10, Eliz, That it is an. At by which there is 
' reſtored to the Crown the Antient Furiſdiftion over the flate Ec- 
Cleſiaftical and Spiritual, and an Aboliſhing- of all Forreign Power 
repugnant to the. ſame.: . not ſimply 'al- Forrezgn Power; but only 
that which ſhould diminiſh her Regal Power. For, how ridicu- 
lous would it be. to declare a power challenged, and another 
power renounced that has. no Repugnancy to it, and renounced 
with the words SQ AS. _ Ke wes 13 og 
. Concerning this Admonition, its worth our noting: . 1. By. 
Making, and, with: Authority Publiſhing that Admonirion and In-. 


junCion ; She cxpreſly Aſſumes. as her Right, a Power to.in- 


1 


- 


terpret Oaths.and Acts of Parliament : which if She may do, fo 
doubtleſs may her Succefſgyrs. Now if our preſent Soveraign ſhould. 

| be conſulted concerning the Oath of Supremacy, 2s He has been 
tt: | to my Knowledge. concerning the Oath of Allegiance: .I-doube 
not but. He would give the ſame Anſwer, which He did con- 
cerning the Oath of Allegiance : to wit, that he required. only. 

Civil Allegiance, and Civil Duties to be promiſed him by'it, 

and Medled. not at all with the Popes Spiritual Power, as pure-* 

« ly ſuch, that were to be Renonnced by the Takers of it, but 

only ſuch a CoaCtive Temporal Power, as was InconGftent. with: 

his Lawſul Soveraignty over all -his Subjets, Eccleſiaſtical 'and: 

2. Concerning this Admonition of Q. Elizabeth, take notice: 
= moreover, that She gives.power to any one that takes the Oath, 
in_taking it to ſignify, that he accepts it with the ſaid meaning-:. 

- For ſaics She, if any Perſon, that has conceived any.other ſenſe. 

1 or form -of the Taid Oath (ſhall accept the ſame Oath with this In- 
terpretation, Senſe or meaning , . Her Majeſt is well pleaſed to ac-: 

cept tvery. ſuch 'in that behalf, as her-good and obeaient Subj; 

«nd. ſhall acquit them of all manner of penalties, contained 'in the 

. ſaid, Att againſt ſuch as ſhall Peremptorily or Obſtinately refuſe. to. 

| teke the ſame Oath. Thirdly, Note that :this her Interpretation 
i. . and Addition is . moreover cas” by a following on 
K.) _ | * DP. 
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_ a Jorifſdicion purely fpiritual,: the follewing words will teſti 


her 
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trt Perſats, fer th 
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Bupreite, Civil Authotity, . Stat. '5. Eliz. ks 
Next in King Jae: his.,dayes z what. was.co! 'be - 
the power challenged by ur Kings in Vertoe of that. Oath, 'will - 
eaſily appear by a notable. paſſage in his Premonition'to-all Chri- 
Rian Aﬀorarches, Þ. 9., Ih which .his- intention is to. convince (as | 
he ſaies) thofe (Koman )- Zabellers of ;,willf ut Malite,. who ime 


pudently #ffirm that the Oath of. Allegiance was deviſed for detes- 


viny and «ntrapping Papiſts in points of Conſcience. . Now ſpeak» . 
ing thus, ſurely-he would not'it ſhould: be believed; that his mean- - 


Top was by continuing to urge the OD of Parry likewiſe - 


td deceive 4nd-entrap his poor Subjets_ in . points of ConKience. 
From . which- unworthy . Intention how averſe! he was ; that. is; 
bow far from.affuming to- himfelf; or even denying to the 0's 
The Trath-53. (ſaies he, Ibid.) that . the. Lower Honſe of Parka... 
ment at the firſt fruming of that. Outh, maar it to Contain, that the. 

& baz'rie Power to Excommunicate me, which T cauſed them to 


$eform, 'ohly makgng it. to coriclude, that 'no Excommunication of - 


phe Popes fan wirrant my. Subjcfts to prathiſe againſt my Perſon or 
"State; denying the Aepoſytion of p*- Y fo be m the Popes Lawful 
Potper-: as indeed, 1 taks uny ſuch Temporal wiolence,” to'be far. * 
without the limits of ſuch a Spiritual Cenſure as Extormunicas., . 
And -Suarez-and Becanus go further, affirming that that by Ex- 
communication, rio Temporal right or power is taken away or.- 
diminiſhed. So careful was 1 (faith he) that nothing ſhould be. 
contain'd in this Oath, except the profeſſion of Natural Allegiance, . 
and Civil, «nd Temporal Obedience, with a promiſe to reſift .all 
contrary uncivil violence.” And preſently. after he adds : That the 
occaſion :of the Oarh was ordained only for making of a true di. 
ſtintion between Papiſts of quiet Eijpefirion, and in all other things 
fivod Swbjetts, \and fuch other Papilts as in their Hearts maine. 
mined 'the like violent 'bloody Maxims, that the Powder-Traztors - 
did. Nay ' moreover, 'touching The: Patriarcha] JurifdiQion, he. 


ſajes, page 46, For my [ elf (if rhar were the Queſtion) I would” 


with 
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be Eccleſiaſtical or Civil i their duties, and reſtrain? contumarious of 
Fengers with the civil Sward, ..,. PCR: 
This one Article, publickly acknowledged by all Engliſh Pros 
teſtants, may alone ſuffice to Demonſtrate evidently and diſtin, 
1y, that it-:is-oaly a Civil: Juriſdiction, that the Kings of Eng- 
| land Challenge ig. EogleliaRtical Matters, and..not at all an Autho. 
rity pyrely. ſpiritual or Paſtoral, They are as all other Chriſti- 
oa Princes have ever been acknowledged, Cuftodes wtriuſque T abu- 
le, They qught” to ſee and provide, that all their ſubjets do 
their duty, both to God and Man; thys far their juſt power ex- 
ring: Wherejin that duty conlits, which concernes the. Diving 
Worſhip, they are to learn from the Church, a. 
- We: have heard the Interpretations of our Law, and Sove- 
raign. Princes concerning the Oath of Supremacy, in whoſe fa- 
vor it. is taken, who. certainly 'can interpret ſuch Oaths 9s con- 
cern their own ſafety; and'when their interpretations. do wo ways 
enlarge their own power, nor dimiaiſh their SubjeRts rights, Let 
- Us hear the interpretation of Proteſtant .DpCtors with our Prin- 
ces allowance. . In Q, Elizebetbs days, we: have the Teſtimony 
of Doctor Bilſon, afterwards Biſhop of Wirchefter ; whoſe ex- 
prcſſions arc. theſe. .c The 0a, (ſaith. he of SubjaR, 2. yagi. p. 
T'] 8-)- © Expreſſes'\net 4 the - ay; mu FUGES. 4 0 God, 5. 0 fa 
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f@ 7 nuf they be endyrid when | Error.” 

ey take, rither grate T porous wills, or Subimi fon \to 
Swords? ts thein dae by Gods Law, And that is all which vkr Oath 
exatteth.  p. 256. From which Subjeftion. unto Princes,” no _ 
wirhin thtir Realm, - Monk,” Prieft, Preacher, nor Prelate, is excn 
red. And without their Realms, no Mortal man has any pdiver from 
Chriſt judicially | to depoſe them, much leſs fo invade then im open 
field, 'leaſt' of all to warrant their ſubjetts to Rebel a yon them, 
Moreover, intending to explain in what ſenſe, Spiritual Juriſdicti- 
on ſcemes by the Oath to be given to Princes, he ſays Firſt, p; 
173. We make no Prince Fudge of Faith, 

-And then more particularly, p. 252, To deviſe new Rites and 
Ceremonies for' the Church, is not the Princes Vecation; but to re-. 
cerve and allow ſuch #s the Scripture. and Canons conimend, and 
fuch as the Biſhops, and Paſtors of the place ſhall. adviſe, not in- 
fringing the Scriptures or Canons.” And ſo for all other Eccleſiaſtical. 
things and cauſes, Princes be neither the Devifers nor Direttors of them; 
but the confirmers and eftabliſhers 'S that 'which "ts good, and- dife. 
flacers and Revengers of that which is evil. Which power we [ſay 
they have in- all things and cauſes, be they" Spiritual, - Eccleſiaſtical | 
or Temporal, Laſtly, to explain the Negative clauſe in the Oath. 
Þ. 218, he ſays. Jn this fenſe we "defend Princes to' be Supreme, 
that is not at" liberty to do what they tit, without: regard 'of truth 

' or right: but without Superior on ys th reprefſe them-with" violens 
mans, ahd to take their Kingdom from them. Thus 'DoRor Bil- 
ſon, and his book-peruſed and approved by publick Authority: 
And to ſuch a' ſenſe of the Oath as this; there is! not: a Catho- 
tick Clergy-min in *F CLOTE Germany, Venice or' F Landers,” buy 
would rexdily ſubſcribe; ' 

® Door Carleton in King Fames his time, thus, of Jorifa, e. 
" 1: p.8, 9. Bellarmine (faith he) diſputing of "Furiſdittion ſaith 
There'is a triple power in the Biſhop of Rome; firſt of Order ; Se- 
condly of Internal Tur:ſdittion Thirdly of External Furiſdiftion o 
The firſt is referd' to the Sacraments *' the "ſecond to imyard Governs 
ment which is in"the Court of conſcience < the third to that exter-_ 
nal Government which"is prattiſed in external. courts + And confeſ= 
fer, that of the firft and ſecond there-is no queſtion bety. en '#s, but 
only of ot third, 'Then Ih this (faith-Carleton) we are agreed that. 
the guefion: bermeen uh and them; is only of Furiſdiftion Coaltive ” 
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yet, are called Eccleſiaſtical, as. being. ev Princes, and appoin-- - 
Maar conſifpory, and when the - 


- 


3s .prattis'd in external Courts..or Conſiſtories, 1s either definitive or 
Adulitative, Authority definitive.4n matters of . Fauth and Religion 
belongs to the Church, Mult ative power may be underſtood euther 
&s it. 1s. with Caattion, or as it 88 referred to. Spiritual Cenſures, 


wy 


As 3t flands in ſpiritual Cenſures, it ws theright of the Chunch, and 
Was prattiſed by the Church, when the Church was without a Chbriſti- 
. an Magiſtrate, and ſince. But Coattive Tursſdittion was never pratti- 
£d,by the Church, when the Church was without a Chriſtian Ma- 
giftrate : but was always underſfiaod . to. belong to the Civil Mar 

iſtrate, whether he. were. Chriſtian or Heathen, Thus Dodor: 
| #5 a Biſhop of Chicheſter underftood the Supremacy. of. the 
King. acknowledged in the Oath. et 
Doctor 5rambal, Biſhop of Derry in'our late Kings days, and in 


. * & 


our peeſent Soveraigns Archbiſhop of Armagh, thus declares both 
_ the Affirmative, and Negative parts of the Oath, Touching meKipgs 
REES Rs ' Supreme 
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Ghaſtich, $60. venetnilagitha 
ady WW his" Schifhs 
Mid fo4y: 4 vil op» King Wer 
Rea 7 ite. 70 deprive 
"rhe' Keys, or any part "thereof * 
Either the $59 of Ss PR Ncks Key of Fariſdittion. F mean "J- 
riſaEtion purely Spiritual,” \which-has: \plact"in the. inward Court”: 
Conſcience, und over" fudl Perforis as" ſubmit willingly. Nor" #51 
evey challenge, or efdeavour £9 #fſunge bo. thewefelves, erther rhe'Key 
of Order or the Rey of Fhriſadicthion, Purely Spiritual. All which 
they deprive the Pope of\" all which the 7 afſ v Aly td Yhemſelves, was 
the external Regiment ' of of the Church by Coative Power, to be ex- 
erciſe# by Perſons 
| Sk thee Biſhops of Roine *never bad, or conld* have juſtly over 
i heir Stub 14, ut nndbr them whoſe Subjetts they were.'' And there- 
fore, when we meet with theſe words, or the like (That no forriegr 
Prelatt ſhall exerciſe any manner of power, Zuriſdiftion, &c, ' Ec- 
Clefinſtical within this Realm) 3t is not to be underſtood of Intey- 
nah or purely ſpiritual power” in the Court of Conſcience, or the pow: 
ef" of the Keyes;; we ſer the contrary prattiſed every day; but of "e- 
rornal Coattrue Power im Eccleſiaſtical canſes in Foro conteatioſo. 
And that it vs, and onght to be ſoaunderflood; I prove clearly by s 
Provizo in one main Aft of Parliament, cited below ; and an Article of 
the Engliſh Chnreh, cited above, 'They, that is the' Parliament, 
m thit At profeſs their Ordinance'#4 meerly political - what hath 
A politifaF ordinance, with power purely ſpiritual ? "They ſeek, only 
To preſerve the Kingdom from rapin, &c. ' And then having pro 
auzed the Article (abeve) heconcindes. You ſee the power is Po- 
litical, 'the' Sword 15*Polrtical 53 all js Political, Onr Kings leave the 
power if the Keck, arid ariſchdlion purely foirimal, to thoſe to who 
Thrift hath left 
_ * Again he addes. p- 169. Whereſoever Our Lewes do deny alt 
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Spiritual Furiſdittion to the Pope in England, #t is im that ſenſe, 


that we call, the Exteriour Conrt of the Church, the Spiritual Court, 
They Yo not 'Inendl at all to deprive him of the power of the Keyes, 
or of #ny/ Jpiritnal power, that was bequeathed him by Chriſt, or by his 
Apoſtles, when he is able to prove his Legacy. And p. 219, he 
faies.* We hb4ve bt Renonnced the ſubſtance of the Papacy, ew the 
ſubſtance of the Papacy. dv. confoſt 11 Coattive power. | 


in ines; Heat a! notable Provizo,. e extant! in that 'very Stiture, | 


in 


able of the reſpettioe Branthes 'of it, *This 


BY 


vary from the. Cougregation- of Chriſt's Chunehy; in a 


WOE Mo" iGihn SED, Oe 14he. 
wn whch#e Pfr JunOigimn :wanmeſt projudiet; andvie. 
grea "Auth, ity. in Eefleliaſtical Matters: ;1c0pfer'f- pen King: 
Aenry-the. $6, ;The wards: arethefe; Nr ovidediolnnys, phat thin 
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49. (Stat: 2g. H. & cap21.) nor: wap bing or: thing» Vogiton 


cartarneds: half bt: Aoweaftcr[nterpridted or \Bxporidled, that : uaior> 
Graces. your Nqbles i and Subje@s 11end.. by. the. JVI. Onion: | 
Ay::o31Ag3 cone 
eernmg, the very Articles of the Catholick: Faith iof C Tyne hg | 
er 11 any things. declared by: Holy Screpture and the Word /of God, 
neceſſary fer Your and their Salvation ::' but :BRLy. ito wARg id Ors: | 
dnunce by policies, nevefſary and convenient ;. to ;reprefs Ficey\nad for 
good Conſervation of this Realm-3w peace, UIBEY 91d #rangutlity, 
from rapin and ſpoyl, inſuing much the 'old Antixnt. Cuſtoms of this 


| Kealm in that behalf. Not minding to ſeek for ,any Rehiefi,, Suc- 


Cours on Remedies for, any Worldly. things, and; tlumgne: draws; ior 
49; caſe_of neceſſuy, i but- within #his Realm, a the. Hands: of your: 
Highneſs, your tdstrs and Sugceſſors, Kings of, this Realm which - 
have, aud ought 10 have an imperial power and. atthority: in the ſame;.. 
aud. not. Obliged in any. Worldly cauſes to. any, gather; Superior, By: 
this:Provizo ncver repealed, the Parliaments ;Ordinance is de- 
clared, #6 be. meerly. Pelwigal, and, the, Kings, Independance! pn - 
foreign power, ,is.#7 Worldly 1bipgs, ond Humave Laws, -berbes; 
1ng, 11 Worldly cauſes gt. laged 0: 477 Aber Supexionr, FRET i d46. 
| Thus far. of the ſenſe in which- both the :moſt, Judicious :a- - 
mong the Engl: Proteſtants have geclared;.and:have been Au- 
thorized .to declare, what, power, it .i» that: by,:the Oath is des; 
ferred to;the Kings of England, 'and renpuneed ia be:inany;forreign; 
Prince or Prelate, to-wit, a Civil poltical-powes,' whereſpever: 
it. can be exerciſcd in any cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, ec. Againſt this, 
there is not extant a ContradiQory Teſtimony. of any” one Pro- 
teſtant-Writer; S0_ that the Proteſtant Subjects of Engiand, 
Judging that: they: have, unqueſtionable: grounds. to- judge. this 
enly tobe. the fenſe of, the- Oath ; in this. ſenſe. pply. do-cthey-- 


' take. it, and require it t0 be taken by others. q 


- Certain ObjeRions Anſwered. | 


o& Mr $164 205 50) 13205 bio 90. It amt 55a rh Q oP 
_ I: Shall we'theg \take'ithat-Qath, which/Biſhop Fiſher, and Sir 7 
Thomas JMaor refuſed with the; loſs of :their;Lives, and- divers. 
other worthy perſons have. ſuffered very ſharply for ? Frau 5 
_ [wer,- 


/ 


"”m_ AY 
#1. T's igreat' Miſtake: "the! Outh, df Supremacy! vas 
e's ſome ey aſtes their: Deaths: beſides,” our ——_ not 
- the fame with that' of. Henry "the $1h;' much leſs rhe?.ſame' with 
that; as it+was»fince' Interpreted by Queen Elzzabeth, If Yivers 
others have .ſufferedfor 'the-Refyfal of the Oath aan, p14 © 
_ even ſince Queen\ Elizaberhs Interpretation, I wiſh they: had teſt 
_ us: their reaſons;'' that- we might haye'been: able: to+ have-judged = 
of the- weight ;of them : -- as fox-their example; -it' is-no- Infallible. 
Rule. We: are-piouſly to ſyppoſe they did, - in 'the ſincerity of 
. their *Hearts, -do-what they thovght themſelves obliged todo, 
_ and conſequently have a reward-vf their ſufferings, tNovgh they 
niiſſed' alittle thtouph Ignorance” or Miſtake : ' But as for our 
-parts, we muſt Anfwer to God, why we refuſe to obey the inno- 
cent- Commands'of- our Lawful Spperijour, to the Breeding. and 
: _ 'Mainttining a continual fewd, - miſ- underſtanding; or Heart-burn- 
E ings hetwixt us and' our Leige, and ovr'-fellow\.SubjeAs: 'Re- 
fuſersof the Oathsi may raſhly/judge;-if they pleaſe; that we'take _ 
them againſt' our Conſciences, to avoid the anger of our Tem- 
poral Prince;- but we-matter .not their harſh Cenfures,' fo long 
as'we know' we-take'them according to our Conſciences; to a- 
void-the-Eternal anger+ of the-King of Kings; ' who comnfnand's vs 
ta? Obey -vur-Ternporal Sovereigns,” in 'all "their - Lawful' Com- 
| mands, under pain” of his Everlaſting diſpleafure. ' 2. *Tis no rew 
- thing for even Glorious Martyrs to hold material Hereſies, God. 
- pitty the-World-if all are-Damned ; who hold' a Material He- 
reſy, throyph Edutation; or- want of due InſtruQion, or Mature 
Injpattial"Cofifideration.” ©The great Saint Cyprian' held Rebapti- 
zation: of perſons "Baptized by -Hereticks, and no doubt was in 
| diſp6ſition.of mind, as ready to dye for that his *Error, which 
_—— he imagin'd a Chriſtian Verity; as he was, and did dye for the 
= true' Faith in other' points. If 'm 'the Sincerity of- our 'Hearts, 
_ weijudge what we'hold' to be the Faith of Chriſt, and do.there- 
fate 'Tenacioully- adhefe;to'it, without- doubt” ſuch a- ſifering 
for God ſhall have .it&reward, let vs be in whatſoever: external 
Communion..,-A_ Servant who ſhould expoſe his Life: for what 
- - he invincibly thought*to be: his Maſters will, would no leſs de- 
ſerve of fs Maſter .- then if he did ſuffer for his true will. -So 
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e'Squl. docs. botieve fuch « ſefficient niber of "truths, 
joſe AER beatifying Sight of God; arid has a willto 
Send him, it 'cannot 'miſcarry, though through 
' -.*.., HTS 7 1gnorance - 


5; 
Spa 


a BE 3), 9 , | | 

ignorance it mifs” a little; as to' fome particular: caſes,” ' This. for 
the comfort of thoſe; who inthe ſincerity of their! hearts; fiiffer 
far an . crroneous.Conſcience, Beſides it's not clear, that'Sir 
_ homias "Moor ſuffered for denying Henry the 8ths, Supremacy. 
_ "He feared the buſineſs of the Holy Maid of Kerr, | Elizabeth*Ba#- 
r07z, ſhould be charged upon him ;.. and his not approving. the 
Queens Divorce was too well known. It is certain' that *dn'thie 
very day of the Execution. of the foreſaid 'Elizaberh Barton, both 
'the Biſhop of Rocheſter, Fohn Fiſher, and Sir Thomas Moor were 
'ſent to the Tower, not 'for- their denying the Supremacy, - but 
for their denying to take the- Oath; » preſcrib*'d by the' then late 
. Statute,and the Oath then made;for acknowledging the Kings Mat- 
_ Tiage'with Ann Bullen,to be Lawful, 6 Sand, de Scarf, Ang.\.2.p.86. 
 Obje&. 2, Some, and thoſe good men too, ſay they are daqin'd 
who take the Oaths. 1 read Rom, 13, The powers that bf, are 
Ordain'd of God; and. they that reſiſt: ſhall recezve- to themſelves 
"damnation. But I no where read damnation to them who obey 
_. the powers' they live"under, As we do, who: take the Oaths in 
Obedience to our Superiors. Thus to condemn one- another" to 
. 'the pit of Hell, for we know not what, is the ready way to 
make the. Vulgar multitude fear no' Hell, nor damnationfor any 
thing, or from any body. I have been taught-to believe Chriſtian 
perfection, does not confilt in being nicely-Scropuloyg in things 
"doubtful, and obſcure, - and ſuch as: wherein. pood, and learned 
. men differ ;--but in being fincerely: faithful in things manifeſt and' 
clear, and fuch as wherein all- agree. Let us be 'zealous'in 'pro-. 
claiming Saint Pauls Anathemas: Neither Fornicators, -nor-1do- 
 *Haters;nor Adulterers,nor Effeminate,not abuſers ofthemfelves:with 
mankind;Nor thieves,nor Covetous,nor Drunkards,norRevilers,nor 
*Extortioners, nor_any who love not our, Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall 
Inherit the Kingdom of God : but be very ſparing in making 
mew Anathemas of our own, againſt thoſe who in the fincerity 
"of their hearts differ from vs, and perhaps not 'without reaſon, 
' would we Calmly and indifferently hear them. | have taken the 
'Oaths, if you think I have done amiſs, pity -me, pray for -me, 
'and better inftru& me :-I am willing to condemn what /I 
*have done upon better information. 'I think it no bad. rule 
for the Vulgar, in things wherein they ſee, good and legrned 
men differ; with a ſincere heart,- and good intention to doeither, 
or what likes them beſt, after an Examination of things, to:the beſt 
'of -their powers Such humble Souls _ miſs dangerouſly. 
ES es Eo 


| 46iiv ae new; thing: in; the Ghurch of, Chrift, _ ſmeh. is: the fofice- - 
mity of Humans Nature,: for 6ven,g999d and learned. men to dif-- 
fer, and wizh! a. great feal of heat. too. 
. Qbjeb., 3. Others ſay, they. will rig ANdoan to thoſe who. 
take; the Oaths. If one will, nat, another. will., Firſt prove, your | 
Abſolujion-worth, the having, and jhen threaten. to deny it to the 
tokers of- the Oaths.. Conkider Jin. the. fight of Gag; whether - 
you have not.made it. vile, . and geſervedly.contemptible ; not. by | 
ſelling. it for money; but worſe, by giving .it. for. nothing ; far-- 
Trifles; for -5nſignificant pernences; fiye Paters and. Aves, for five. . 
days,-it Honor of. the five_ Wounds. of. our. Bleſſed Lorg,. cc for - 
_ #: fornication or. a drunken..dehaycho. . By.. ſuch flight and caſy., 
Recongiliations, . not curing but killing, poor Souls, not. diſheart- 
ining but animating to {in,.. The poor pealeent comming to you oti-.. 
Jy, with one Gn, but, going from you with twa:. Coming. only: : 
:with-a ſimple Fornication,.. but  refurning. with his. Fornicatiop. , 
.ugremitted, and.a boldaeſs to regegt.jt. on.the. next. occaſion to . 
boot z finding, its. pardon. .ſp facil. But. why ſo ſevere? Were - 
not this zeal better, ſpent againſt known... Notqrious offenders ? > 
Is, not. this to rain; at Gnazs,, and ſwallow Camels ?: With all. : 
facility, month after. month, without aay appearance of-amend-. 
ment, to. abſalye. known, ;Mox tl offgnders, . and to refuſe to. ad- 
mit 'thoſqgge [the Sacraments,.;whaſe Conſiences accuſe them nat . 
of having done- amiſs 2-Take heed, whil't cauilefly: you refuſe to 
looſgrethers,. you: do, not: indeed bing your ſelves: As-its cer-. 
tain you dq,.unleſs;.your ignorange. cxcuſe. you. True Zeal of 
.Gad,and the good of ſouls;, its Univerſal : Humor 800 Pailions its . 
Freekihly-rigid ja ſome particulars, but unſufferably Jaxe. and-- 
-remils. in: 9thers,. We owe our qreſent ſufferings to. our precj-. 
 -pitated Mock- Abſolutions, and other. dangerpus, and too too . 
- Epidemical abuſes, ſtrapgely. prejudicial to ſolid piety : Nor'can 
we-cxpet the Almighty ſhould hold his .hand from. puniſhing - 
of ys; uatil.we acknowledge our, fayſts and, mend, : . Would we - 
- heartily renounce the. Popes Coaftive juriſdidtion,.and be conten- 
ted -to_ part. with a few- Traſhy, new Dodtrines .and praftices, 
we might yet expect to find fayor both from God -and our Sy-. 
pcriors.; and until we.do ſo, we deſcrve favor from neither. O how 
happy would it be that we-covld: hit upan the Golden mean, nei- . 
.\ther-to. diſhearten-weak. well-megning ſouls by . too much: ſeve+ 
- rity, nor yet to encourage bold offenders by too much mitd-. 
neſt. Conſult the Learned Amapld, Objett.. 


:Ohjet#; 4. - Others, 'wbo abhor the Depoſing 


| epoling Power, as Impiolis, 
and Contrary tothe Word of. God, yet have &ifficulty to ew. 
that it is Herctical:; - becauſe Heretical ftritly taken, ſuppoſes. 
Tome Decree of a General Council, declaring it to be Derets.” 
cal. Was there then nothing Heretical; before the Council. of 
Nice ? But, as to.;this:; 'tis uareaſonable to imagine, the _Pro- 
Poſer of any Oath propoſes'it to me-in a Senſe, which both;he. 
and I kgow to be Falſe ; when the Words will admit of a Senſe, 
which both of us judge to be#True ; eſpecially, when. che Pro- 
Poſer muſt atually take the Oath, as well as my ſelf. But 
this is our. Caſe, Add; The Propoſers Defign.'in making the. 
Oath, is ſufficiently fulfilled 1a the- Senſe we both agree [to be 
True : For the Deſigne of the Oath of Alegience .is- to ſecure 
His Majeſty, that His Subjects do in their Hearts believe, that 
the Pope has no Power to Depoſe Him: Whether they believe 
'fo, becauſe it has been ſo determined by a General Council; or. 
becauſe they deem it contrary to:the Word of God, [y Kirg- 
.* dom 45 16t of this World ] is nathing to the. Propoſer's Purpoſe. 
*Further:; Prozeft«nts making the”Holy Scriptures the Adequate 
'Rule of Faith, they are to - be ſuppoſed to underſtand by He- 
retical Doctrine; ſuch, DoAtine .Cat the moſt) which is purely 
comrary to the Scriptures, whether a General Council have de- 
_ clared it ſo, 'or no: Finally; Why ſhould we take Hertrical 
in a ſtricter Senſe, :thin ,commonly our Deofors. take it'z when 
'they call ' one anothers Dodtines Hererical, -that is Erroneous, 
«and in their Judgment inconſiſtent with Faith 
Obje&, 5. Others thave difficulty (they ſay) to ſwear any thing 
'to be Heretical, which they are not Infallibly- certain, to. be ſo; 
which (they ſay) they cannot be, till it be determind by a Gene- 
ral Council. As to this: As to all Oaths; 1 conceive, we are 
'to conſider the End of the Propofer of them. Now, the Eng of 
'our Civil Syperiors in the Oath of Allegiance, being only to. fe- 
'£ure themſelves, that we do in our hearts diſfown the Depoſing 
Power, as Wicked and Impious.; they cannot reaſonably be ſup= 
poſed-to require of us, to Swear Abſolutely. the thing, but ons 
- ly our own judgement; That is, That in the bottom of our 
Hearts, we: do. indeed judge the Depoſing Doctrine, to be: Imt= 
'pious and Heretical. Nor indeed does any Man Swear more, 


ry 


when he Swears, he ſaw one Man kill another. | 
— E 2 Obije#, 
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_ - Obje&. 6.- Others makea great; difficulty, that they mult Sgpar 
according. to the: vſual Scnſe and Meaning of the: Words 3 -and' 
therefore, though'the Words may admit of a good Senfe,  yet- 
they conceive, ( according to their ordinary and uſual Meaning) 
their Senſe is very bad, and unlawful. For example: The Word- 
Spiritual,” ordinarily fipnifies the Spiritual Power of Excommuni- 
cation, Binding: and Loofing,* &'c. 'Tis Anſwered ; That Spiri-: 
tual in our Ergliſh Language, does commonly ' and omlinarily- 
fignify alſo Coactive juriſdiction, * Pecuniary Multts, Depoſi- 
tion; Impriſonment,, &c. when exerciſed by Spiritual Perſons, 
in order to a Spiritual End: And the Circumſtances of our Laws 
Interpretations,” Princes Declarations, and their Dottors Explicatt- 
ons of ' the Oath of Supremacy, determin the Word Spiritual K. 
m the Oath, to ſignify nothing but Purely External, Coactive 4 
Power, exerciſed by -Sptritual Perſons to Spiritual Ends. And 
this: Words, never ſo Equivocal, are determind by certain Cir- 
Cymitances, to fignify moſt determinately, ſuch-a particular thing, 
and no other; though out of thoſe Circumſtances, they ſighity 
fomething elſe, moſt Properly and Primarily, As in this ſentence, 
| Canis non mordet 'in Anglia: The Dog does net Bite in England: 
The- word: Dog, does moſt properly fignify the. Dog-ftar, al- 
though otherwiſe, that be its leſs primary fignification, And in 
this ſenſe, our Biſhops Courts are called "Spiritual Courts, not be- 
cauſe the Power exerciſed in them, is Properly and Rigidly Spi- 
ritual, but becauſe they are kept by Spiritual Perſons; -and in 
order to make purely Spiritual Cenfures, have their Force'; 
"Though the Power they exerciſe- in them, be indeed ' Temporal, 
' . and not communicated to them by Chriſt, or the -Pope, but by. 
his Sacred Majeſty, the Fountain of all CoaQive JuriſdiQion, 
.irr the contentious Court, | De Rte On = 
-. Scventhly, It is Objeted: The delign- of the firſt making of 
The Oath of Supremacy, was to make a Schiſm-from Rome; and 
to renounce all Power whatſoever in the - Pope, - both'as to the 
"Clergy, and Civil State of England :- Arid conſequently, none 
*who hold his Holineſs to be univerſal Paſtor of Chriſt's Church, 
can Lawfully take the ſaid Oath; which ſeemes to have been 
"made on purpoſe, to renounce his univerſal Paſtorſhip. : Hence _ 
cour Laws make it Treaſon, to receive even Holy Orders from | 
the Pope, And de fao ever ſince'the Reformation, no Ap= | 
peals have been made to Rome, even concerning Matters pur 
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ly*8pirſtval; as ts decide Differences? aboyt Kiith; > &4, but © 
all-are determined "by*a National-Corvocation; *withour' thelealtt _ 

 regard' to the ' Pope's' Authority: as univerſal Paſtor.'- Beſides: 
what-has been ſaid above, *both as to the "difference of the pte-. 

ſent: Oath, from Henry-the' Eighths: as alſo, to the different ſenſe 
of the ſame- Words in-the Oath, by” reafon of Queen Elizaberbs; 
and” our Parlamentary, ' and Princes Dechatations,' &c, - It: may: 

| be Anſwered; -That-in the commands of our Supetiours, it con- 
cerns not us what pervers extrinſecal Intentions, they have-in them 


= = i not that 'I would be underſtood, to reflet- upon 'my P:inces 
Iatentions-; but only, to anſwer the Argument, granting itsmoſt 

J Rigid Suppoſitions to be TrueJ-but-it concerns vs-'only- to con+- 
, | fider,. Whether what they command us; | be: Lawful and Good: 


And if it be, we are bound to obey, and have nothing to an- 
ſver, for their abuſing our Obedience, to their unlawful-de- 
fignes. For example : Though the . Emperor's Command -of @n- 
rolling all 'the- World, was out ' of | Covetouſneſs or Ambition, 
Saint Foſeph; and others,' who- obey'd,' and *pay'd the Tax requi- 
red, -were innocent-in their Obedience. © In like manner, ſuppo- 
fing in our cafe,” our- Superiors defign' in the Oath3®to be'to 
Found or Uphold a Schiſm; that-concerns not us ;- provided by 
the Oaths, they require us to Attribute no Power to his a- 
j:fy, but what of Right belongs to him; and to Abjure no Po- 
wer of the- Pope, but* what he-either never had, or at leaſt 
not from Chriſt; but from Temporal Magiſtrates, and depen- 
dantly on their pleaſure; Our Swearing 'js Innocent, and Law- 
ful; Thus Cities* ard Countries'/Lawfully Swear Fidelity -to an 
Ufurper, when he is in quiet--Poflſeſfion of his Ufurped Domi- 
nion. Note alſo; That two Perſons in ſuch a circumſtance, 
_ taking the ſame Oath of. Allegiance, one-of them -may Sin prie- 
-youſly, and the other. not at all: To wit, 'If one of them Swear 
'with- a deſign to keep out the Lawful Heir. | 
- Add: Whatſoever -the fir Deſign, and Senſe 'of ' the Oath 
'of Supremacy was, 'it's-manifeſt, ' ſucceeding Princes finding that 
their own Biſhops could not take it in the Rigid Senſe: of the 
| Words; ſo favourably Interpreted. them, as they made it Take- 
L: able, not only by Proteſtants, but Roman-Cathelicks, + And as for. 
1 'not taking Orders from-Rome, &c., it's one thing what our Laws 
- -Ptohibit, 'another what 1 ain tequired to Swear,. or Abjure- in the 
| | bon CER | 
| 


" -Oath 'of Supremacy. - 


Obj. 8, 


- kh Tobi Aos 
«as " = . =...” 
7 x 


, 
."— 


-@bj.'$: Alt 
"Have you: Confulted. ue for bs 
. than' you think for ; 'though Secret, for fear of the Fope and; Ze-. 
| ſuits, - When the Oath of Supremacy, im Queen Elizaberb's Days, 
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$900 ndemag;th kay Friohs atd;People, : 
ted.gll? "Thers 216, mae or-4hs Taking of. them... 


was, firſt Propoſed, of. Seven Thouſand to whom it was offer- 
d,: only: Iwo Hundred and:odd refuſed; in. - As to what I hear is 
id-by;ſomez. That the 8orbons; fay, it cannot be taken 5. Though. 


none have a.greater-Reverence for the Learned Sorboy, than.my: 


felfz, yet 1 think, they are-unfit Judges in -our Cale ; _ it wholly, 


depending..on. the, Knowledge of our Atts of Parliament, Princes” | 


Declarations,:-their - Dottors: Explications, with-their Allowance, 
<p Beſides, to give them:a Rowland for their Olpver, . Sir. Fob 
Winter ( as lie told me himſelf.) many Years ago, - had: the Judg- 
ment. of :Sorbens/ts, - Secular Priefts, and Feſwts, that he might 
take the Oath-of Supremacy, declaring the Senſe which the La 
alows. -Belides, how- many of. theſe Af are Competent 7udges 
ia.the Caſe? Toke away Green Aprons, and-White Aprons, and. 


thoſe who have 'never Impartially examin'd what's to. be faid on _ 
| both ſides, and your Monſirovs All will dwindle away into a 


{mall incogfiderable Number., And How- many are you -ſure, 
ſpeak their: Hearts $0 you, and: their own Judgments, and. not 


the Sentiments:af-the Superiors of their Body, or of ſome others; | 


£6ntrary-to-what:they think, according to their own-beſt.-Under- 


flanding? - For-you muſt know, : there want not Spiritual Guides, 
who commonly .hold, they may nat only direet, -and+give Coun» 

fel to others, contrary -to their own private ſecxet Judgments; 
but alfo themſelyes may ſafely: Practife, contrary to their own 


Judgrhentz provided, they have: the:Opinion of others, whom 
they deem Learned, for what "they do, or adviſe ethers to. do, 
Indeed, were all Superiors Infallible, -it were a ſecure and com- 
-pendious way to 'find -out Fruth, to follow thejr Sentiments, 


without any further Examets: But, being Fallible as well as their | 
Neighbors, their Sentiments are Valuable, - according to the Im- | 


partial diligence they uſe above others, to find out the very 
"Truth; and according to the Reach and Depth of their Natural 
Underſtandings, and acquired Learning. Belides, an awful Fear, 
:how their Sayings or Doings may be repreſented or interpreted 
-at-Kome, | hinder them from ſeeing, or (at leaſt) from proſefing 
hat Truth; which -athers, who have no {uch Byas upon'them, 


_ Cleerly ſee, and boldly profeſs. The Sentiment of a few Judi- 
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-Satnit Nicholas; (force 


FL Cold in. his: Grave) feareg;not to-fay in his /dee of 4 good. 
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of. the Church. by, Mack-Indulgenses, . <6: In-Joch: an Age-to-- 
ment.for -Fryth imaginable. 
' ap King-depoſing,.. andKing-killing: Dorines, oſperigd- by - 
Mgn of Dapoling Prigciples.; as. ygtyſmacical,. all over the Kings. 

dom? And the Worthy Anſwerer to the Three T; reateſeg. off the Jo- - 
was wondred at, that: he would' paſs for a Ro- 


aloW,,whict'all:his: Antagoniſts will never be able - 
W az.ggy Reply. Others have a Difficulty to- ſwear, 

ie Fope org to have no Coactive- Juriſdictionin England; though-* 
they are ſatisffed, he'/Acually has fone, becauſe it is the Plea- - 


| ſure of his {aj and his Parliament, ; he ſhould have- none. 


As- to this;- One who has an. Eflate taken from. him by -AR of-* 


Parliament, whether Juſtly or Unjuſtly, neither- has, nor ovght © 


to: have that Eſtate; . That is, -he has no- longer any -Legal-Title - 
to it, Things ſtanding as they do., _Much rather in our Caſe : : 
When the Pope's CoattiveuJuriſdition, which he has no where 

out.of .his.. own Temporal Dominions, ..is - Actually taken -away: 
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How: ok. lato were: Loyal Wiriters-- 


is Pains. But I am ſure,. he has writ that in--- 


Sos 6 few to Y ave of  i5 his" 107 ary Coc- 
tive Juriſdiction itt Erpland;* > ar: he'has, a6 to.* pt pitted 
Spiritual Juriſdi&ion. Bot that Ttefer to the Potters to Dilppte 
As for his-:Holineſs this* Prohibition : * it-was. ntver-Le 


promulgated and received, -and'cohſequently Qtiges nor.” 'Be uy | 


no Human Law can oblige under ſo*grear, Tabonteriicicey "No 

particular Bull-of the* Pope can"oblige' more firiftly, than; the 
General Law of the 'Church : ' And-yet, that (for-example af 
Abſtaining from Fleſh, obliges not with the Peril of my Health, 


of in- troubleſom Times 'of -my Diſcoyery 3” and thereby & 


bringing me- in danger -of: Impriforment;*&c. * As for Scandaft ; 
What you call-Scandal, ' ]- call good Example : Or, if it muſt 
| be: Scandal, -tis: Taken, and not' Given; 'Prudent Perfons will 
. not raſhly jadge, - I at againſt my Conſcience ; and conſequent- 
ly will be by my Example, - moved to examine my. Reafons, 
and will with a' good -Conſcience follow 'me. If Tome dot ill by 
occaſion- of-triy doing ttiy Duty, - 'God help them: 'I- am'+n6t 
bound to prevent their doing amifs at ſo dear-a'Rate,: as LR 
if 1 Refuſe'-the' Oaths, *both as to my ſelf, and Poſterity, 
= in Spirituals as Temporals. 'Some will : talk ill of My 
Oorgye them, Tx aid; idiſts.- maledicere, & ego ' contemnere, 
ty have learnt to etraR, I hope, God will give me Grace 
| = to-keed their Calomnies. Theſe: ſcattered ' Thoughts: 1 
deemed 'mect to make Publick, with humble Submiffion: to+bet- 


ter Judgments, and a fincere Willingneſs of being better Inſtruc: 
ed, if- I En b 
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